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25X1

Securitz Duties

The primary mission or security duty| |was to guard a  25X1
specifio sgcvorvon the USSR/Iran border whioh had been ullisn:g'to

the unit, Border guard personnel oarried no identification o

than their service record | 4444gngg;ngngw 25X1
, .| EM often <oA1
0 carry the service record with them, The looal population

hud'speoial &sses which enabled the .
*ggmgggmgg¥gggn,da hem to visit tbe gastava frequently,

[ 25X1
| the forbidden zone (zapretnaya zona) exfendéaj25X1

-
from the border to a line 15 km inland. To enter this area, the

Population also needed special passes, Purther inland, at a distance
of 25 to 30 km, was the Rpograniohnaya olosa" or the area beside the bordeM

CONFIDENTIAL

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW

Approved For Release 2009/09/18 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400450008-0



Approved For Release 2009/09/18 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400450008-0

CONFIDENTIAL
-2 - 25X1

To enter this area,special MVD passes were necessary. | |kmew  25X1
qf'two'¢cntr01'cr“cﬁevk#ng“potnts“(kantrﬁ&no%prnpuskuoywpqnkt)"Whieh
 wEre'for”thgwpurpagn“cf“cbecking“th9“dccuments“or”perSanwtraveling
along the Béku - Lenkoran' - Astara road. One was about five to
‘81x kilometers north of Lemkoran' and-the second was about 25 km
south of Lenkoran', ' These points were manned by bbrderw‘uard
persanﬂei‘or“the“&#th“nurﬂer"Guardwotryad or its subordinate units,
presumably by persommel’ from the zastavy or komendatury in the
sectors where these control points were located, Astara was & legal
voint into Iran. | |

25X1
25X1

"border crosgsing po

3. | | two border. violations ocourred;25X

f ' nowever, aid not garticipate“in"the“tﬁteruapting - 25X1
i ' or- the handling of  the border violators. The first viclatton -

ocourred some' time in January 1953 when an Iranian woman and ohild
crossed over to the USSR. The second violation occurred in February
1953 when three: Iranian women and’ five children were brought-to the
zastava ‘h#adquarters by border guard patrols; both- violatichs

o ocoufred &t night. In both ocases, the zastava (O interrogated the
bordér orossers &nd then sent them on to the headquarters of the
L4th Border Guard Otryad in Lenkoran' under escort.

Indigenous Employees

..... N

4, zastava employed only one local Azerbdydzhan woman as a - 25X
aundress. Ococasionally, the zastavy and komendatury hired local
he;p for cutting woo&,,_
’ 25X1
i 5
cherWSenurity'Fcroes
6. In Lenkoran', __ _la few MVD interior troops | 25X1
\ These troops were guarding the 25X1
Trison in Lenkoran' and ing prisoners. | 25X1
25X1
7. | regular militis (oity police) in Lenkoran'.| | 25X1
members of the militia and some of the MVD prison- 25X1
esocorts and guards were chosen from persons who had served their
‘periocd of obligatory military service and who were members of the
Komsomol or had Communist Party affiliations, either as men¥ers or
‘prospective members, | | 25X1
\ 'border guard 25X1
troops could only be arrested by border guard patrols or by the
-militia,
Censorship

8. All incoming and outgoing mail was subjeot to censorship. The
censoring was done &t Lenkoran' but not at the komendatura or at
the zastava, | border guard trainees were warned 25X1
by the CO of the Basic Training Group of the 4i4th Border Guard
Otryad not to complain in their letters home about the food or the
treatment during basic training., The imcoming letters all bore
the stamp " : \ nsorship" on the envelope and
the date, ell letters went through some 25X1
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: 25X1
sort of censorship but none of| 'those of [ |border  o5xi
guard troops | ever showed any visible results of such

censorship. The contents of letters received| = |were mever  25X1
tampered with. Border guard troops were warned not to write about
their unit designation. poor food. military secrets.etc.] 25X1

25X1,

Photograghs_

All border guard troops were allowed to have cameras and to take 25X1
photographs, There were no speclal facilities proviged for

developing film but EM did this themselves, even at the zastava.
One of the sergeants gg{::::::::]zaatava ¥new how to develop film, 25X1

Document«Chregk Patrols

only famillar with pa&trols conducted by border guard 25X1

personnel at the zastava level. This personnel checked the docu-
merts of loce&l inhabitants three to four times a month.

25X1

25X1
thls type of detail was usually composed ol one mergeant

and one soldier, their first step was to present
themgelves at the local village councll (selsovet) where they
procured necessary information concerving the local powpulatioun. 25X1

25X1

After that,

the patrol probably went from house to house where each resident
was required to show his identity document (pasport) with a special
cachet or a speclal pass whioch allowed him to live in & border area,

Permanent residents of border areas zones No. 1 (forbidden zone) and

No, 2 (inland border zone) had a large square cachet in their

identity doocuments indicating the number of the zome in whioh the

person lived, saw one of these cachets only from a distance  25X1

when other soldiers were shown how to cheok documentw., 25X1
remembersd this detell from a lecture given during ainivg 25X1
gourse., During the perivd basic traiming profiociency 25X1
exanination border 25X1

Saeisione o vhe higmway to Bk Q’ " end T werY ot led
positions om the nhi " to BEku, Ot maT werw sorvenled ooy
in nearby bushes while Ei:::::::} wo remeined on the highway under 25X1
the supervision of & Jjunior sergeant who was in charge of the ti&ine

ing squad. The Junior sergeant ordered the trzinees 1o stop all
persons-ant- passing vehlcles and to cheok to see if esach individual

had the proper bordér zoue pass or stamp in ‘their idemtity documents.

The [~ tralnees actullly stopped saveral cars &nd ordered 25X1
the passengers to produce their ildentity doouments or passport and
passes, Prior to that time, the trainees had been told that all

persons from Lenkoran' had to produce a stamp bearing the number

"2" because Lenkoran' was inoluded in that border zone, The trainees ,
were then shown one of these stamps| 25X1
sketched below 25X1
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13. thedate, number, and color of the border zone
cachetswere changed frequently but| | the ane rTemained 25X1
the same| 25X1
25X1
1Y, | during this test, the- trainees 22X1

stopped two women and two men leaving the town to g0 "to & nelghboring
forest to collect wood; these persons had no documents but the - :
sergeamt ordered them relessed without further-ado, If a person
travelled-om the basie of TDY (komandirovochmoye svideteltstvo),

that permon was obliged to- show his identity document and- BYw

Zone pass on whilech the mumberof tiie TDY was showm, - 25¥1
a border zone pass-was & printed form-usually issued by the MVD 25X

through" the militia, In border zone No, 2, this Ppass was a-shpet of

paper fulded iw half'. 'The secormd page (on-the left, imstde) contained
personal data, A arfixed om the third page (on the right,
inside). Moet passes ‘were white, Regarding the 25X1
square stamp  affixed to the pass, | I“the number 25X1
and date of issuance had to be writtem in ink; however,|  was'not 25X1
sure whether the date was. in,the uwpper left copmer and the- number was

in- the lower right- corter; or vice versa, | ‘@i not know whether the 25x1
nugber -shown o this stamp’ was composed of arabis: rals ¢ or -
whether there was- also, &.letter indisator, the 25X1
béarer's photograpi way, xff'ixed to the pass of opne of the parsons
checked by him, This per O Was presumably @ tempurary-visitor in

the border are&. Generally, the passes of permanewt border zone

regidents did not comtginm a phovograph. | ' the 25X1
traineew dld not stop military vehicles but wers empowered to oheok

the ldentity cards or other persomal documents of military perscnnel. :

25X1

Civilien clqthe'l’ for Border Guard Dut

16. never s&w &ny border gusrd troops im ocivilian celothes except in 25X1
Lenkoran'. There ' border guard officers and re-enlistees wear- 25X1
ing oivilian clothes off-duty, According to border guard regulations
and instruotions;, border guard personnel could be ordered to wear
civilian clothes to look like looal border zone oivilian residents
for the purpose of accomplishing specifioc missions, i.e., finding and
arresting-illegal border orossers, '
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Foreign Broadozsts 25X1
17.]\ —, 25X1
Michurinsk (N 52-54, E 40-30 Lin \
listened to Voilce of America broadcasts in 1951, A 25X1
. _ . pparentl
:;;;;;;;;; was good and ‘quoted the nelghbor gs Vosx1

saying that he had heard the "real truth" in these broadcasts,
25X1
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